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As 2020 ended, a sigh of collective relief echoed across the lips of our supporters, staff and  
communities. The amount of loss and despair that the year brought to our communities and the CHA  
family is heartbreaking. The pandemic also brought people together in powerful ways, highlighting resilience, perseverance 
and change. On June 20, we gathered on the Cambridge Common as a part of a Black Lives Matter event. Speakers raised 
awareness of the historic injustice of violence used against Black and Brown communities across the state and country.  
The stories are mirrored in medicine. At the podium, CHA family medicine resident, Tia Tucker, MD, MPH, tore off her  
white coat demonstrating her vulnerability as a Black woman. 

Systems of inequality force our patients to carry a heavy burden. Historically marginalized populations are five to nine times 
more likely to die from COVID-19 than white people of similar age. In Massachusetts, Latinos are three times more likely to 
get the virus. A climate of fear prevents immigrants from seeking care or utilizing social services. They are also more likely  
to be working in essential services, increasing their risk of exposure.

Integrating antiracism work with the pandemic response set CHA apart from other healthcare systems. The Foundation 
stepped in to help people in crisis and alleviate insecurities exacerbated by the pandemic in partnership with community 
organizations. We distributed thousands of handmade masks to healthcare workers and community members in the 
beginning of the pandemic. We doubled the food distribution at the Revere Mobile Market feeding over 500 families each 
month who face food insecurity and provided 15,875 meals. We gave over 1,000 supermarket gift cards to families through 
the Champion Fund. We handed out hundreds of packages filled with personal care items to people facing homelessness. 

Stop gap measures are important, but lasting change comes from investments in long term goals. Change is at the heart of 
CHA’s Immigration Committee’s research, voter registration campaign, and efforts to connect people to needed resources. 
Our work is improving the health of our immigrant neighbors and strengthening the fabric of our communities.

As we work to ensure the equitable distribution of vaccines, we honor the dedication of our healthcare teams and providers. 
In all our work, we continue to strive towards racial justice and healthcare equity. The foundation of our  
mission is change.

    

Mary Cassesso 
President, CHA Foundation and Chief Community Officer
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STANDING UP FOR BLM
CHA providers and staff participated in 
the Cambridge Black Lives Matter rally, 
amplifying messages of racial justice and 
committing to changing structures that 
hold Black and Brown people down.

$2,500 – $4,999
Anaesthesia Associates of  
   Massachusetts
Bent Electrical Contractors Inc.
Kathy Betts
Boston High School  
   Education Corp 
Center for Community Health, 
Education, Research & Service, Inc. 
Lora and Chad Council 
Joy and Bill Curtis
Paula Cushner
DivcoWest
Sam Doppelt 
Elliot Eichen
Encore Boston Harbor  
Donna Fox
Jed Geyerhahn
Kathleen Harney
Harvard School of Dental Medicine
Howard Horton
Integration Partners Corporation
Stefanos Kales
William Kargman
Littler Mendelson, PC
MassGeneral Brigham
Kathleen McGilvray
Benjamin Milligan
Emily Newmann
Marjorie O’Malley
Rebecca Osgood and  
   Thomas Hoerner 
Laura Morrison and Richard Pels
Preotle, Lane & Associates Ltd.
Propark Mobility
Queen Consulting
Elizabeth Roll
SageView Advisory Group

TG Gallagher Inc
The University of Rhode Island
Amy Thornton
Tufts Health Plan
Philip Wang
Alex White
Xerox

$1,500 – $2,499
Maria Barton
Melisa Lai-Becker
Patricia Campbell
CHA Department of Pediatrics
Lisa Dobberteen
East Cambridge Savings Bank
Federico & Elvia Faggin  
   Foundation
Carl Fulwiler
Health Resources in Action
Philip Kalisman
Debbie Klein Walker
 

Kathy and Rick Kosinski
Nicholas Leydon
Marcia Lidman
Nina Marlowe
Jane Martin
MathWorks, Inc.
Fiona McCaughan
Sheila Molinari and Gerry McCue
Society of St. John  
   The Evangelist
Jo and Maxwell Solet
Richard M Wichmann



$1,000 – $1,499
Ally U.S. Trading Llc.
AthenaHealth, Inc
Dick Balzer
Andrei Barasch
Susan Block
Traci Brooks
Juliet Carey
Dennis Cataldo
Sonia Chalfin
Elaine Cinciva and Colin Baker
Linda Coultas
Evelyn Crotty
Delta Dental of Massachusetts
Lisa Drapkin
Mary-Jean Fanelli
Leila and Karim Fawaz
Erika and Eric Fellinger
Megan George
Dennis Greenstein
Catherine and Eric Haines
Hoghton Family 
   Charitable Trust
Daniel Kim
Mary Jane Kornacki

David Krikorian 
Paul Lesser
Iris Louis
Magenta Therapeutics
Mass Association for 
   Mental Health
Susan and William McFarland
Christopher McTague
Jane and George Metzger 
Ira Mintzer
NVidia
Martha and David Osler
Paula Paris
Donna and Vincent Patalano
Theodore Peck
Paul Pezone
Diana Pisciotta
David Porell
Mary Pat Prado
Preservation of Affordable  
   Housing, Inc.
Adele Pressman
Reos Medical

Reynolds Family Fund
Edith and Thomas Risser 
Rebecca Rogers
Barbara Rubel and Steven Manos 
SeedMoney
Sara and John Sharp
Mark Smith
Claire and Meir Stampfer
The New World Foundation
Jennifer Thiesen and  
   Dennis Huszar
Charles Wang

Maurie Fox-Warren
Judy Weinstock
Richard Weissbourd
Winter Hill Bank
Worldcom 
   Exchange, Inc.
Connie Young 
Hong Yu

ART FOR THE PEOPLE
On August 13, 2020, CHA unveiled the 
Somerville Campus “Care to the People” 
mural on Highland Avenue. The new 
mural, created by muralist and 
multimedia artist, Amanda Hill, 
serves as a unique symbol of 
CHA’s commitment to social 
justice and health equity.  
The mural was a collaboration 
of CHA and the Somerville 
Arts Council.



VOTE FOR YOUR HEALTH
Many CHA patients face barriers to voting that were 
amplified by COVID-19. Increased civic engagement 

can change policies and lead to better individual 
and community health. In the fall, CHA set up voter 

registration tables in four locations for six weeks. 
Over 2,000 people engaged in voting discussions 

and over 200 registered to vote.

FOOD FOR ALL 
In partnership with the Greater Boston Food Bank, 
Tufts Health Plan, Off Their Plates and Good 
Measures, CHA continues to alleviate food  
insecurity for hundreds of families. This year,  
the Revere Mobile Market more than doubled  
the number of people it safely distributed  
bags of produce and supplies to each month.  
The Foundation also provided emergency  
non-perishable food packages to patients  
at CHA.



thank you to all our donors for helping  
CHA bring care to the people. 

Thank you to the many donors who gave us a gift 
under $499. Your combined support makes an  
enormous impact in our communities.
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IMMIGRANT SUPPORT
CHA was devastated by the loss of Family 
Medicine physician, Leah Zallman, MD.  

CHA’s Immigration Committee 
worked closely with her, funding 
her research, and relying on 
her advice, leadership and 
advocacy. In her honor, Leah’s  
colleagues are completing the 

projects that she left behind 
focusing on the consequences 

of immigration policies and 
rhetoric on access to healthcare, 

nutrition and other societal benefits.
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Thank you to the individuals and companies  
who donated over 160,000 items of PPE including  
homemade masks, N95 masks gloves and other  
protective gear. We are also grateful for the many 
gifts of food, flowers, art and cards that provided 
meaningful support to CHA staff throughout  
the pandemic.

Special Thanks
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